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climbed with other members of the White Rabbit Club founded in 1870 by 
Charles Mathews to promote winter climbing in Snowdonia. 

For reasons which are unclear, but which were perhaps related to his 
failing health, Macdonald travelled to New York in early 1876. On 7 
January he appears on the manifest of the immigrant ship, the SS Algeria, 
which sailed out of Liverpool via Queenstown in Ireland. The manifest 
included personal details and the passengers’ country of origin and the 
country they intended to emigrate to. In Macdonald’s case the country 
given in both instances was England, suggesting that he always intended 
to return home.

It is known that he returned to England as he died in London on 26 
August 1876 after a long battle with alcoholism. His condition was most 
likely exacerbated by the death of his wife in 1875 from tuberculosis. His 
death certificate recorded the cause of death as dipsomania for two years, 
blood poisoning for six days and cardiac paralysis. His death was intimated 
in the Times on 30 August and short obituary was published in the 1876 
Alpine Journal 1. The obituary referred to him as an ardent supporter of the 
Alpine Club and a ‘most kindly and genial friend’. Curiously, his death 
was also mentioned on 17 November 1876 in the Wanganui Herald in New 
Zealand. Following the receipt of papers by Frisco mail from the United 
States, the Herald recorded details of his death and his connections with the 
MacDonalds of Flodigary, ‘a family long lost to sight, but not to memory, 
in the Western Highlands, and more especially in the Isle of Skye’. He 
is also commemorated on a brass plaque in Clewer Parish Church, near 
Windsor and Eton School, which records that he was a descendant of 
the Gaelic Lord of the Isles. His death marked the end of his line and his 
daughter Zelia later resigned as heir of line of the house of Kingsburgh.

As previously suggested Macdonald’s achievements have not received 
the recognition they deserve. During the course of his short climbing career 
he recorded a significant number of ascents and passages and climbed with 
the best mountaineers and guides of his era. He was an early member of 
the Alpine Club and was part of the freemasonry of climbing which existed 
during the early years of the sport. It is with good reason that he appears in 
the famous engraving of the Club Room of Zermatt of 1864 that includes 
the great and good of the Golden Age. One can only speculate that had his 
alpine climbing career continued beyond 1865 whether Macdonald might 
have become one of the great climbers of his generation.
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The long spell of mild weather experienced throughout the Alps during 
the early months of 1913 provided unusually favourable conditions for 

winter and ski ascents. Mont Blanc and Piz Bernina were both climbed on 
New Year’s Day and other high peaks including Piz Palü and the Finster-
aarhorn were ascended during the following weeks. In March Alfred von 
Martin’s party made the first winter and ski ascents of Castor and Pollux; 
other peaks climbed for the first time with the aid of ski included the east, 
higher summit of the Liskamm, the Nordend of Monte Rosa and Monte 
Leone.

After a promising start in June the weather in the principal Alpine 
regions was unsettled for much of the summer. Although conditions on 
many high peaks were unfavourable the climbing season was memorable 
for the expeditions undertaken by Guido Mayer of Vienna and his Cortina 
guide Angelo Dibona; they completed a number of notable new routes 
including the north, Coste Rouge ridge to the central summit of the Aile-
froide in the Dauphiné and, in the Mont Blanc range, the north-east ridge 
of the Dent du Requin. The Mayer-Dibona routes, which also included the 
first ascent of the rock peak in the Dauphiné now named Aiguille Dibona, 
were all outstanding climbs for the period.

In June ceremonies were held to mark the completion of the Lötsch-
berg rail link between the Berne region and the Simplon line in the Rhône 
valley.

The passage of the Lötschberg Tunnel, in two special trains with 
electric traction, was effected in 14 minutes without incident.

In September the Swiss and Italian Alpine Clubs celebrated their respective 
jubilees. The Alpine Club was represented by Captain Farrar at the Swiss 
festivities in Lucerne and by J E C Eaton at a banquet in Turin.

Many parties were active in other mountain ranges. In the Caucasus 
a guideless party led by Harold Raeburn joined forces with Rembert 
Martinson, a young Russian climber who acted as interpreter. Arriving 
during a long spell of settled weather Raeburn and his companions 
ascended a number of unclimbed peaks in the Adai Khokh region including 
Tshantshakhi Khokh (4420m) and later reached the east summit (5621m) 
of Elbrus.

In Garhwal determined attempts to climb Kamet (7756m) were made in 
June by Morris Slingsby and C F Meade. Climbing from the west Slingsby 
reached a height of some 7100m before being defeated by bad weather. 
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After Meade had approached the peak by way of the East Kamet glacier 
and reached a similar height his guide Pierre Blanc and two local men 
continued to the saddle now known as Meade’s Col (7138m) before being 
forced to retreat.

In Ladakh in August an Italian party led by Mario Piacenza made the 
first ascent of Kun (7087m), the second highest peak in the Nun Kun group. 
Further west Dr Alexander Kellas examined the northern approaches 
to Nanga Parbat (8125m) from a spur of the neighbouring Ganalo Peak 
(6608m).

In the Southern Alps of New Zealand in January a major expedition 
was undertaken by the Australian climber Freda Du Faur with her guides 
Peter Graham and David Thomson. Starting from a bivouac at the head 
of the Hooker glacier and descending late on the same day by way of the 
Linda glacier the party completed the first traverse of all three peaks of 
Mount Cook (3764m). In West Irian – the former Dutch New Guinea – A 
F R Wollaston’s party approached the Carstensz massif from the south, 
reaching a height of some 4530m at a point below the upper cliffs before a 
lack of supplies and the difficult terrain forced a retreat.

In the Canadian Rockies in July a party led by the guide Conrad Kain 
made the first ascent and traverse of Mount Robson (3954m), the highest 
peak in the range. In the far north Hudson Stuck and his companions 
became the first party to reach the south, higher summit (6194m) of Mount 
McKinley or Denali.

At home Siegfried Herford and John Laycock climbed The Wayfarers’ 
Crack, a new route on Great End, during their exploration of the Lakeland 
crags.

Another year of considerable achievement in the mountaineering world.

Mount Robson: west face (left) and south face (centre) with (right) glacier on 
the south-east face descended by Kain’s party after reaching the summit by 
way of the north-east face and south-east ridge. (Sally Russell)


